
this year we have 17 stu-

dents tied for top score. 

They’re all from Kitti, 

from either Seinwar or 

Wone School.  

The top performer in SY 

2015-2016 was Mia Lane 

from Nett Elementary 

School, and the tied-for-

top performers in SY 

2014-2015 were Melissa 

Joseph and JB Saimon, 

both of Pehleng Elemen-

tary School. 

503/778 students passed 

the PHSET this year. 

Each year, 8th grade stu-

dents—both at public 

and private schools—are 

required to take the Pub-

lic High School Entrance 

Test (PHSET). 

This standardized test, 

along with other criteria 

such as student atten-

dance, parental involve-

ment at PTA meetings, 

student grades, and other 

information, informs a 

student’s placement in a 

particular section in our 

public high schools. 

While average results on 

the PHSET don’t neces-

sarily mean average per-

formance in  high 

school, high performing 

students on this test are 

usually more academi-

cally prepared for high 

school, having demon-

strated basic compe-

tency in English, Math, 

Science, and Social Stud-

ies per our PDOE cur-

ricula. 

While most years have 

one or two top students, 

The result of dedication 

from Election District 1 

Congressman Ferny Per-

man and PDOE staff, 

including Chief of Cur-

riculum & Instruction 

Reynold Albert and 

Testing Coordinator 

Benjie Phillip, Sap-

wuahfik is able to offer 

the General Education 

Development  (GED) 

Test for individuals who 

either dropped out of, or 

never attended, high 

school. Thanks to Con-

gressman Perman et al. 

for their support! 

Top PHSET Results 
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Fa st  Fact s  

 ECE and High 

School gradua-

tions are between 

May 22-26 

 Elementary School 

graduations are 

between May 29-

June 2 

 Five ECE Centers 

participated in 

World Tuna Day 

 Every Level One 

school has submit-

ted a Turnaround 

Plan except Nu-

kuoro School 

 781 students in 

Pohnpei State 

have an Individu-

alized Education 

Plan (IEP) 

Sapwuahfik Atoll Public Elementary School 
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G o t  a  s t o r y  

f o r  T h e  

P e l u h s ?   

 

W e  w a n t  t o  

h e a r  f r o m  

y o u !   

 

C a l l  u s  a t  

3 2 0 - 2 1 0 3  

Our jobs exist  for 

one reason: to 

serve children 

US Peace Corps Model School 

Teacher Training 

Public school students from eco-

nomically disadvantaged back-

grounds can apply to join US TRIO 

programs such as GearUp, TSP, and 

Upward Bound (UB). 

These programs are tremendously 

successful. For example, this aca-

demic year, every single UB senior 

passed the COMET and has gained 

admittance to College of Micronesia, 

with none in the certificate program. 

Furthermore, two UB alumni (Fritz 

Mihkel and Anjannet Fredrick) were 

the COM-FSM valedictorians during 

the Spring 2015-2016 and 2016-

2017 commencements. 

We are grateful for the good work 

of these programs for improving the 

education of our public school stu-

dents, and we congratulate the UB, 

GearUp, and TSP US TRIO stu-

dents for their success!  

and the Palauan Pacific Education 

Conference (PEC), if you’re a stake-

holder who wants to know who to 

turn to for help in training teachers, 

the answer is Delihda Waltu, 

PDOE’s Teacher Training Coordi-

nator.  Contact Delihda at 320-2103 

for information on teacher training. 

From organizing Teacher Compe-

tency Exam workshops to collabo-

rating with Peace Corps for English 

as a Second Language teacher train-

ing, and from organizing Pohnpei 

Teacher Forum to the Pohnpeian 

contributors to Micronesian Teach-

ers Education Conference (MTEC) 

Pohnpeian and Peace Corps teach-

ers working together, it promises to 

be a quality educational experience. 

To learn more, including how to 

enroll your child, contact the US 

Peace Corps between 9:00am to 

4:00pm Mondays to Fridays, or call 

320-2531 or 320-2844. 

Parents: is your child entering grades 

2 through 8 next academic year? Do 

you want your child to improve 

their English? If so, enroll your child 

in the Peace Corps Model School, 

taking place at Nett Elementary 

School from July 10 to July 27. 

With instruction focusing on Eng-

lish Language Arts, with both 

TRIO Programs & Student Success 
P a g e  2  

dwaltu@

pohnpei-

doe.fm 

T h e  P e l u h s     



Accreditation: “Will Pakein & Kapingamarangi Schools 

Close?” 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  3  

Many parents, students, 

and legislators have shared 

the same concern: will the 

two schools that been 

Level One for 

three years in a 

row—Pakein 

and Kapinga-

marangi—close 

down? 

No. PDOE will not shut 

down any of its schools. How-

ever, it is to be determined 

if Joint Economic Man-

agement Committee 

(JEMCO) will withhold 

funds for these schools. If 

this occurs, those schools 

will have to be funded 

from local revenues, and 

not the Compact of Free 

Association, until the 

schools improve. 

Learn more about FSM 

Accreditation by calling 

PDOE at 320-2103. 

tion of teachers, and in-

creased focus on student 

performance) is being able 

to demonstrate change. 

Changes can be big and 

they can be small. 

With the introduction of 

Part of Strengthening our 

schools!, the Pohnpei De-

partment of Education’s 

theme for its significant 

shifts in the past year (e.g. 

new Vision and Mission 

statements, this publica-

tion, the first-ever evalua-

our new logo, we hope 

to demonstrate to our 

stakeholders (including 

you!) that educators, 

policy makers, and 

families work together 

with our children to 

uplift them. 

tension Pohnpei. 

During the Christmas 

break some months ago, 

one Pohnpeian student—

Mavner Wendolin, a 5th 

grader at Nett Elementary 

School—completed the 

most amount of lessons, 

while also scoring the 

highest points in the entire 

Federated States of Micro-

nesia. Mavner received an 

award from Achieve 3000 

and Governor Marcelo 

Peterson this past Febru-

ary, 2017. Congratulations! 

Achieve 3000 is an online 

software package that pro-

vides reading comprehen-

sion passages derived 

from the news. The soft-

ware is used in all 50 US 

states and 49 countries, 

including FSM and by ex-

Level One 

schools 

need more 

help than 

Level Four 

schools 

Nett Student Works Hard, Receives 

Achieve 3000 Award 

Strengthening Our Schools—Strengthening Our Image 

Have any questions, 

comments, or concerns 

regarding FSM 

Accreditation? 

 

Contact Pressler Martin or 

Richard Clark at 320-2103 

or 

pmartin@pohnpeidoe.fm 

or rclark@pohnpeidoe.fm 

 

 

Congratulations 

Mavner! Keep up 

the good work! 

Turnaround Planning 

in Mwoakilloa 



plan format is used by 

their volunteers in the 

public school system. 

Secondly, while 

304/401 (~76%) teach-

ers can show they are 

on time and follow 

regulations in the 

teacher contract, de-

partment policy, and 

school policy (e.g. no 

drugs on campus), 

97/401 (~24%) evalu-

ated classroom teachers 

had poor performance 

in Standard 4: Profes-

sionalism, such as ab-

sences beyond the lim-

its in the teacher con-

tract or excessive tardi-

ness (e.g. a history of 

arriving an hour after 

school starts). The 

PDOE is currently cre-

ating a plan to address 

this situation. 

Staff still needing to be 

evaluated include Spe-

cial Education Resource 

Teachers, most (but not 

all) ECE Teachers, 

Teacher Aids, Cooks, 

Maintenance Staff, Bus 

Drivers, Chiefs, Coordi-

nators, Specialists, and 

the Director himself.  

Beginning in late April, 

principals—with sup-

port from Pohnpei De-

partment of Education 

(PDOE) Central Office 

staff—began evaluating 

their teachers for the 

first time in PDOE his-

tory. 

Using a standardized 

template and documen-

tary evidence, including 

lesson plans, formal and 

walk-through observa-

tions, student grades, 

examples of assessment 

(e.g. classwork, home-

work, projects), profes-

sional development 

logs, faculty meeting 

attendance logs, and 

school attendance logs 

(i.e. whether a teacher 

arrives at 7:47am or 

7:48am, etc.), all princi-

pals formally evaluated 

all 1st to 12th grade 

classroom teachers 

(excluding the Southern 

Islands, which will oc-

cur when the ship ar-

rives). 

Most teachers were rated 

Satisfactory (with a mi-

nority rated as Unsatis-

factory, and a smaller 

minority rated as Exem-

plary). 

So far, two major issues 

have been identified. 

Firstly, 65/401 (~16%) 

evaluated teachers were 

determined to need im-

provement with lesson 

planning, such as ensur-

ing differentiated in-

struction occurs. Of the 

275 that were proficient 

in lesson planning, a 

large minority of written 

justifications nonetheless 

called for additional pro-

fessional development in 

this area. Thus, the 

PDOE will be holding 

additional professional 

development on lesson 

planning in August for 

all principals and neces-

sary staff. Furthermore, 

the PDOE will be asking 

all external assistance 

providers who teach in 

our schools (e.g. US 

Peace Corps, Japan In-

ternational Cooperation 

Agency [JICA]) to en-

sure the PDOE lesson 
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Pohnpei State Teacher 

Evaluations 

The PDOE is committed to ensuring our teacher and staff evaluation processes are transparent while individual pri-

vacy is maintained. To learn more about the evaluation process, call the PDOE at 320-2103. 

By DOE Data Staff 

POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

 Scores are not evenly dis-

tributed (e.g. one public 

school has ~1/3 of its 

teachers rated 

“Exemplary” in Standard 

1: Lesson Planning, and 

~1/6 of its teachers rated 

“Unacceptable” in Stan-

dard 4: Professionalism 

due to ~30 absences or 

more) 

 Some schools, especially 

those with poor accredi-

tation results in Leader-

ship 1.3 and 1.4 (i.e. the 

presence of mandatory 

teacher observations and 

appraisal programs) in 

the FSM Accreditation 

process, have uniform 

results (i.e. all teachers 

are “satisfactory” in all 

categories, but documen-

tation to justify and sup-

port those scores may be 

missing.) 

 Teacher Evaluation 

scores mostly align with 

FSM Accreditation re-

sults (e.g. Level Four 

schools have the highest 

percentage of Exemplary 

teachers; Level One 

schools have no Exem-

plary teachers) 



 

the right (for secondary 

schools). 

Our students—our chil-

dren—are the reason 

we do what we do. 

Graduation is their day. 

These students have 

worked tirelessly, for 

years, to re-

ceive their 

diploma. Let’s 

congratulate 

them to-

gether, and 

wish them the best for 

what happens next. 

It’s the end of the aca-

demic year, and so it’s 

that time that we cele-

brate our students and 

their success through 

our formal graduation 

ceremonies for ECE 

centers, elementary 

schools, and secondary 

schools. 

Members of the PDOE 

Central Office will be 

attending each and every 

single graduation event 

in Pohnpei State, along 

with state and national 

leaders, officials, and, of 

course, our families and 

students. The day, time, 

and PDOE staff respon-

sible for helping that 

graduation event are in 

the tables below (for ele-

mentary schools) and to 
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Elementary & Secondary 

Graduation Schedule By PDOE Chiefs 

Students lining up for 

their graduation at 

Nett Elementary 

School, SY 2013-2014 

ECE Float, World Tuna Day 2017 

Student-made jewelry from 

Championship Week 



 

(e.g. students using 

proper meing to present 

to their village on how 

to prepare for, and sur-

vive a typhoon). 

The third theme is Tra-

ditional Values, Beliefs, 

and Practices, which 

contains the standard 

Everyday-to-

Ceremonial Practices, 

wherein students par-

ticipate in a range of 

practices to learn tradi-

tional information (e.g. 

pelin sou). 

The fourth theme is 

Communication, which 

contains the standard 

Language Use. Learning 

about Pohnpeian lan-

guage,  including using 

it in different contexts 

(e.g. speaking to friends 

vs speaking to a nah-

nken) and for different 

purposes (e.g. a meeting 

in an office vs a meet-

ing in nahs) should, we 

believe, ensure our 

youth grow up with a 

firm understanding of 

our language. 

To learn more about 

Pohnpei Studies, call 

our Central Office. 

Culture is both some-

thing we inherit as well 

as something we define. 

Just as the stems and 

leaves of a plant grow 

and change, so too does 

culture—but if you re-

move the roots, the 

plant dies, the culture 

dies. 

Pohnpei Studies is our 

Department of Educa-

tion’s attempt to ensure 

that our culture contin-

ues to grow and ex-

pand, while keeping its 

root safe, intact, and 

nurtured. 

Pohnpei Studies offers 

students information on 

Pohnpeian language 

and culture, providing 

students with opportu-

nities to apply and gain 

knowledge to connect 

more deeply with 

Pohnpeian worldview. 

A task-oriented and 

performance-based 

course, Pohnpei Studies 

necessarily involves 

plenty of literally hands-

on activities. 

Grounded in Pilerehres 

such as Re kosokosoiahier 

sansaledek  and Medewe, 

kalala, wiewia, soaramwahu 

ehu, Pohnpei Studies has 

four educational themes 

organized into six unique 

standards. 

The first theme is Com-

munity, which includes 

the standards on Inter-

generational and In-

tragenerational Learning, 

where students learn 

from and about a wide 

age-range of community 

members, and Collabo-

rative Tasks, where stu-

dents must work to-

gether to identify and 

solve problems. 

The second theme is En-

vironment, which in-

cludes the standards on 

Sense of Place, where 

students connect to their 

kousapw and their natu-

ral world, and Resiliency 

and Self-Sustainablity, 

where students apply 

place-based knowledge 

to promote resiliency 
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Pohnpei Studies 

The 5th Core Subject By Nelsin Iriarte 

Contact the PDOE’s 

Pohnpei Studies Specialist 

Nelsin Iriarte/Nahnapas 

Nett at 

niriarte@pohnpeidoe.fm 

Or 

320-2103 

As a traditional dwelling 

place, Pohnpei Studies will 

provide food, security, and 

shelter for our children’s edu-

cation. 



JAMES: Of course, they’re 

both using the same educa-

tional pedagogy and objec-

tives. 

PELUHS: Do you believe 

Nett School prepared you 

properly for OLMCHS?  

James is a 10th grade stu-

dent at Our Lady of Mercy 

Catholic High School 

(OLMCHS). 

PELUHS: What do you 

like the most about 

OLMCHS? 

JAMES: I like the classes, 

their gymnasium, the aca-

demic schedule and activi-

ties after school. 

PELUHS: Do you think 

public high schools can of-

fer what OLMCHS offers? 

JAMES: 70%. 

PELUHS: What can Nett 

School do to help prepare 

its students for high school? 

JAMES: Make us learn 

more; assign more class-

work, and teach the graduat-

ing 8th graders what high 

school life is like, and add a 

Theology class. 

I like block scheduling, i.e. 

80 minutes per class, but 

you have each class every 

other day. 

PO Box 250, Pohnpei FM 96941 

Phone: +691-320-2301 

E-mail: rhiggins@pohnpeidoe.fm 

Visit Us on Facebook! 

 

facebook.com/pohnpeidoe.fm 

Dear Reader, 

Do you know what a stakeholder is? A stakeholder is someone 

who has a stake—that is, an important interest—in something. 

Students want to learn; therefore, students have a stake in 

education. Parents want their children to succeed; therefore, 

parents have a stake in education.  Businesses and Govern-

ments want people to make and spend money, something 

education can help with; therefore, businesses and govern-

ments have a stake in education. 

Do you have a stake in education? Contact the Department of 

Education Central Office with any questions, comments, or 

concerns you may have. Everything we do is for our children. 

Vocabulary This Issue: 

Competency [noun]: the ability to do something well or successfully 

Et al [abbreviaton]: literally means “and others”, used to avoid writing a long list 

Withhold [verb]: to refuse to give something due, owed, or desired 

Derive [verb]: to get something from a specific place or source 

Uplift [verb used with object]: to improve socially, culturally, or morally 

Excessive [adjective]: more than necessary or normal or desirable 

Office of Public Information, 

Pohnpei DOE 

Student Interview 

Strengthening Our Schools! 

Our Lady of Mercy CHS 
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